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Submission towards the Maui Dolphin Threat Management Plan

Submitted by

I have

i ami il i or whom [ am the sele provider
been commercial fishing in the Manukau Farbour for 15 vears full time
i am also a member of the New Zealand Fishing Federation and the In Shore
Fishing Federation. 1 have been a recreational fisher in the Manukau Harbour for over 18
YEATS,

! target nig, flounder and moilet and use the method of set netting which is the only method
ised to take these species, there are no other oprions. The rig 1s my main target species and is
fished i the deep and 1 fish on the line of the current set et banned area in the Manukau
{arbour. These fish do not move further up the harbour and therefore would not be able 1o
be caught if the current hine is moved. My mullet and flounder fishing are done in mid 1o
shallow water further in the harbour.
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{ do 50% of me fishing at night and change of lights therefore if there was a sight sefting bar
my income would be reduced by half or more. T run 1000m of net which consists of 3

separate sets of 330m which are set in 3 different places at any one tme {6 cover ground nost
sfliciently as fish are only in concentrated areas at different times of the vear. If attendance
was a requirement the 509 j; remaming Hishing t'fmr‘ would be reduced by twe thirds leaving
my fishing effort to about 129 of my current income, I 1 ran 1000m a e Dwould st
cmly catch 173 of the fish, aﬁ@i’ldm[’%i@ would sull not work because 1t takes 40 minutes 10 an
hour to Eir{ 12300m and | believe it onlv takes 2 minutes to drown a dolphin, Therefore no
mght setting and attendance would send me broke as would a line change.

Pown approx <imately -of aquipment which inciudes.ﬁsmmemia? fishing
heats, a chiller truck, a chiller on premises, mullet, rig and flounder gear some of which are
g1l being paid for. Half of my property is solely commirted to my business and is
mortgaged. Without commercial fishing these assers would be worth nothing.

P supply fish to the local and export markets. I netting was to be banned with no mullet or
flounder being cavght in the West Coast Harbours there would be no affordable fish for
working class people. These species make up approximately 25% of local shops sales. The
run on affect would mean staff cut backs and mavbe the closing down of local shops due 1o
jack of supply as other species, such as Snapper and Tarakihi would go up in price and
hecome unaffordable.

if set netring was banned, restrictions were imposed or the line changed [ would not be able
o afford mv current living situation, which is average with a ortgage and money
owed on equipment. | have an annual turnover off from fishing
which keeps me in myy current life style. It I had to find other work I would strugele as {am

1

Sk H 4 in any other industry and would not be able to sustain my current mortgage and

s therefore ruining my life and the lives of my wife. child and-
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in all my vears of commercial fishing the Manukau Harbour | have never even seen a Maui
o7 Heulm Dolphin et alone caught one and | do not know a single recreational or commercial
fisher that has seen or caught either of these Maut or Hector doiphins in the Manukau

jarbour.
1 oppose the propesals for the Maui Dolphin Threat Management Plan and marine mammal
sanctuary at the West Coagt of the North Island where [ support the choice of status quo

opiions for dealing with commercial set netting,

Viv reasons are as follows:
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I No adequate ev'den—x has been provided io demonstrate that the numbers 0f
Hector' e/Maw’s dolphing are dechining.

=, The tevel of recorded deaths attributed to commeraial fishing in the Manukau
Harbour reglon 15 z&ro.

Proper vesearch should be underniaken to determineg the status of the dolpinns and
e of risk they are exposed 1o before decisions are made that could
sigmificantly and unnecessarily impact on many communities, individuals and

o d

companes

& Existing measures (both reguiatory and voluntary} are working well and are
xz.ﬁmzfna o protect the delphins.

3. There is no adequate evidence 1o demonstraie that the dolphins are found within

ke harbours on the West Coast of the North Island.

rgmificant cosis will be m‘pn»ed on the fishing industry, individual fishers and
conmmunities by the imposition of any more restrichions bat far outweigl any
extra benefit to the dolphins.
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If'a ®awi or Heclor Dolphin was to swim into the Manukau Harbour [ think i

would be unlikely w be caught In a sef net as Lh rrents w West Coast Harbours
are very strong and the water passing through the nets makes them hum/vibrate

which the dolphins are able to detect.
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i endorse the subnussion on the Hector's and Maui’s Doelphin Threat Management Plan sent
By the New Zealand Seafoed Industry Council.
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