
[image: image1.jpg]New Zealand Government




[image: image2.jpg]Ministry of

Fisheries

Te Tautiaki i nga tini a Tangaroa





FORM 7

CONTENT AND FORMAT OF THE

FISHERIES ASSESSMENT REPORT

(FAR)

The suggested format for FARs concerning specific species/fisheries is shown below. However, this format may vary, depending on the specific content of the FAR. The format for other types of FARs is left to the author’s discretion.

Title, Author and Date

The title should be a clear and concise descriptive statement of the contents of the FAR.

Executive Summary

A brief summary of the main points of the FAR, including data and methods used and key results and conclusions.
Introduction
Overview
A brief description of the contents of the FAR, including new sources of data since the previous assessment was completed.

Description of Fishery
Only a brief description of the fishery is required. However, if this is the first FAR produced for a species/fishery, then a more detailed description may be appropriate.

Literature Review
Only literature available since the previous assessment should be reviewed. Literature reviewed in previous FARs should not be included, unless it is directly relevant to the analysis in the current FAR.
Review of the Fishery

TACCs, Catch, Landings, and Catch and Effort Data
TACCs, catch, landings, and effort data relevant to the current assessment should be included. Any detailed analysis of Catch and Effort data should be described.

Other Information
Other data from the commercial fishery (length, sex, gonad stages, ages, etc.) relevant to the current assessment should be presented.

Recreational and Maori Customary Fisheries
Any information that has become available since the previous assessment should be presented. If non-commercial fisheries for the species do not exist, then this should be stated.

Other Sources of Fish Mortality
Any information on other sources of fish mortality, e.g. illegal catches, mortality from discards, handling, etc., should be included.
Research

Stock Structure
Existing information on stock structure should be summarised where appropriate. However, if new information is being presented, this should be described and analysed in detail.

Resource Surveys
This section should contain information on length, sex, gonad stages, age distribution, etc. from resource surveys. Relevant resource surveys since the previous assessment should be described in detail. Resource surveys described in previous assessments should be summarised where appropriate.

Other Studies
The results of other studies (e.g. on age and growth, mortality, movements, etc.) relevant to the assessment should be described.

Biomass Estimates
All biomass estimates used in the assessment should be described. Biomass estimates made since the previous assessment should be discussed in detail, while biomass estimates made prior to the last assessment should be summarised.

Yield Estimates
· Estimation of MCY.

· Estimation of CAY.

· Other yield estimates.

The data, methods, assumptions, etc. used to make yield estimates (MCY, CAY, other yield estimates) should be described in detail. Any estimates of long-term yield should be included in section 4.5.3 "Other yield estimates". Where estimates have been made for individual fishstocks, they should be tabulated for clarity.

If MCY and/or CAY cannot be estimated, then a specific statement to this effect should be included. The level of risk to the stock of harvesting the population at the estimated yield values should be specified. If the risk level cannot be assessed, then this should be stated explicitly.

Models
Models (other than those used to estimate yields) used in the assessment should be described, and the results summarised.
Management Implications

This section should summarise the management implications of the assessment and should contain a statement concerning the effects of the current TAC and TACC and current catch levels on stock size. Any other relevant management considerations (e.g. area boundaries, species designations, bycatch issues, etc.) should also be discussed. However, this section should not contain specific recommendations concerning TACCs and other management measures.
References

This section should contain only references cited in the FAR and is not intended to be a bibliography.
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