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STANDARDISING THE MINIMUM LEGAL SIZE OF
FLATFISH FOR RECREATIONAL FISHERS IN THE
CHALLENGER FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AREA —
FINAL ADVICE

The issue
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“TASFISH support the standardisation of the flatfish MLS to 25 cm for both commercial

& " #o#" "+ " Colistium nudipinnis, Peltorhamphus novaezealandiae, Colistium guntheri,
Rhombosolea retiaria, Rhombosolea tapirina, Pelotretis flavilatus

Rhombosolea plebeia
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and non-commercial fishers

If only the non commercial MLS are standardised the commercial sector will have an
opportunity to harvest sand flounder at 23 cm before the amateur sector get access to

these fish

This will only increase the level of conflict between the sectors in areas like the

Marlborough Sounds where there is already a high level of conflict due to the high

concentration of commercial effort and the resulting localised depletion.”
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STANDARDISING AMATEUR NET MINIMUM MESH
SIZES IN THE CHALLENGER FISHERIES
MANAGEMENT AREA — FINAL ADVICE

The issue
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“New Zealand prides itself on an outcomes based fisheries management system but within the
amateur set net regulations we find a plethora of mesh sizes allowable for different species.
This is nonsense as fish don’t carry rulers and often end up being caught in the wrong sized
mesh. This often results in their dying, and even though they are above the minimum legal
size fishers are required to return these dead fish above the minimum legal size to the sea.
TASFISH submits that the regulation be revoked and replaced with minimum legal size and
bag limit controls, where they don’t already exist.
In addition we propose one size for net mesh for sea setting other than a shorter (10 meter)
bait net.
We submit that for other than a bait net and for some specialist estuary setting the minimum
legal net mesh size for a marine set net be 108 mm, which is the present butterfish mesh size.
All other nets above this size are allowable for any species.
We are aware that many fishers use 160 mm mesh nets for many species and this use should
be encouraged but it is impossible to catch butterfish in such nets.
The main control mechanisms should be fish size and bag limits thus ensuring good fish are
not wasted but good practice is encouraged.”
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NEW MANAGEMENT MEASURES FOR THE AMATEUR
PAUA FISHERY IN TARANAKI — FINAL ADVICE
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OR:

Option 2 —Implement a new regional amateur MLS and an ‘area limitation on
possession’ rule for a five-year trial period with follow-up monitoring
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Option 3 — Implement proposed measures under Option 2 and a lower daily
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Figure 2: Map of proposed ‘Amateur Taranaki Paua Fishery Area’. Map shows proposed
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Rationale for Management Proposals
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Figure 3: Length frequency distributions of paua sampled from four sites” at Taranaki.

The national 125 mm MLS and proportions at onset of maturity are shown. Black bars
illustrate proportion of fishery available to recreational fishers under an 8Smm MLS.
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The sustainability of the Taranaki paua fishery
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Implications of recreational fishing on other fisheries users

Customary sector
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Option 2 —new regional amateur MLS and area limitation on possession
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FINAL ADVICE PAPER - SHORTEN THE CLOSED
SEASON FOR COMMERCIAL FISHING IN THE CRA 7
OTAGO ROCK LOBSTER FISHERY

CRA 7 Otago rock lobster

Figure 1: Map showing the CRA 7 Otago rock lobster fishery.
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h) Option one - Retain the existing seven month closed season for commercial
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1) Option two - Shorten the closed season for commercial fishing in CRA 7 to four

and a half months
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- Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
2008 Ave | $49.05 | $58.47 | $54.31 | $64.79 | $57.48 | $69.18 | $73.46 | $67.89
Max | $61.79 | $67.37 | $70.29 | $84.28 | $79.25 | $92.58 | $96.32 | $97.92
2007 Ave | $42.64 | $53.39 | $53.15 | $56.29 | $60.53 | $60.53 | $47.76 | $48.93
Max | $55.51 | $58.59 | $67.53 | $64.80 | $75.94 | $75.94 | $75.94 | $55.21
2006 Ave | $50.90 | $47.75 | $54.09 | $51.01 | $53.72 | $52.49 | $50.18 | $47.17
Max | $55.82 | $71.10 | $68.73 | $68.92 | $64.90 | $63.57 | $65.89 | $53.15

Table 1: Maximum and average price/kilogram ($NZ) paid for live rock lobster exports
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The Management Problem and Rationale

Rationale for Management Options
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Rationale for Option 1: Retain the existing seven month closed season for
commercial fishing in CRA 7 (status quo)
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Rationale for Option 2: Shorten the closed season for commercial fishing in CRA 7
by 80 days to four and a half months
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Rationale for Option 3 (new option): Shorten the closed season for commercial
fishing in CRA 7 by 19 days to approximately six and a half months
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Assessment of Management Options

Option 1: Retain the existing seven-month closed season for commercial
fishing in CRA 7 (status quo)
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Option 2: Shorten the closed season for commercial fishing in CRA 7 by
80 days to approximately four and a half months
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Option 3 (new option): Shorten the closed season for commercial fishing
in CRA 7 by 19 days to approximately six and a half months
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PUKERUA BAY — PROHIBITION OF ALL FISHING
METHODS EXCEPT HAND-HELD LINE FISHING - FINAL
ADVICE
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MILFORD & DOUBTFUL SOUNDS — PROPOSAL TO
EXTEND THE BLUE COD AMATEUR FISHERY
CLOSURES - FINAL ADVICE

Executive Summary
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The Issue
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It is clear from views canvassed and research conducted that blue cod stocks
are not likely to be plentiful inside the fiords. Furthermore, blue cod do not
undertake significant movements, meaning that increasing pressure, if not
managed, will result in local depletion.”
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To restore the blue cod fishery/stocks to allow reopening of the fishery in the

future.
& ll<
Populations of blue cod in Milford and Doubtful Sounds are maintained or
improved.
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To assess the impact of management decisions (closure and reduced bag limit)
on the blue cod fishery in Milford and Doubtful Sounds.

& A " "o # &
"o , oo "y & "
" " #
D "t " # R +
%" ) H
# 9 # "o 4 " "o
) " £
4 " ) " " # 22 12. 4
+ + " 3 & :
" " N " "
3 " " + "™ " " ;
# % ;
n_og " N . , ;
/g " + "D
g , "4 ¢ 6 3 "
/ v 2 g+ T
4 % , " D
) + # a4 + &
+ 922 2: " ) # "
/3 3 &
+ " " # "o+ " 9 I
# # ; # ;
4 £
2 + ) oOo@ ¢ 4 + #
+ ; " # "
+ " 4 & D
" 46 ¢ $ " # " "y
# # 4
& " "o moon : 4 "> +
+ # +
% " ) ; ) # #
+ + # + $ : A
" + # " " q # 6 #
$ & # # #
40 F " § "
‘6 " ;(6922:1 "o+ + " # 9Parapercis coliasH
% m ) a (" ;4 $ "0 F
2@ $ (6 ) *922:% 4 # % 4 -4
a4 " 22 (+ + + # 6+ gr "



Assessment of Management Options

Option 1 — Status Quo - Allow the Milford and Doubtful Sounds Blue Cod
Fisheries to Reopen
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Option 2A — Extend the Current Closures for 1 year (the Guardians’

Initial Recommendation)
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OFFENCES AND PENALTIES FOR BREACHES TO

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS - FINAL ADVICE
______________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Executive Summary
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CORRECTION OF COORDINATES AND DESCRIPTION
ERRORS IN CENTRAL AREA REGULATIONS - FINAL
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REGULATORY AMENDMENTS TO SUPPORT
ELECTRONIC PROVISION OF CATCH AND EFFORT
RETURNS — FINAL ADVICE PAPER
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