WCRHNI - ANNEX 4

THE HECTOR’S & MAUI'S DOLPHIN
THREAT MANAGEMENT PLAN.

To the Minister of Fisheries Hon J Anderton,
And
Te the Minister of Concervauon Hon < Carter,

19" Getober 2007

History of my involvement in fishing and in the Industry.

I {irst started my interest in fishing as a child [ had a great love of fishing and spent
most of my spare tme in the river mouths fishing tor bat for my fathers fishing
business or up the river fishing for trout. My father had a small fishing vessel of
which he commercially fished. T at first wasg not allowed to go fishing with him unyl |
was 12 years old, so before that [ helped my father make the fishing nets, make up the
fong lines and bait up for lum for the next davs fishing. | then progressed w helping
him on the vessel. When I was at High school T worked pait time at one of the focal
Fish Factories processing and packing fish. Avthe age of 17 [ left school w0 work full
time in this factory. Gver the vears I have worked in several different pants of the
Seafood Industry, Fresh fish retat], Fish & chip rewil, deep sea .ﬁshmg and g Fish
Pr(}c.r:samo }dCIOF\ out of town. § SR
e e - Thev also had therr Fish Recerver L

ﬁshing vessel, H}u sold the business and kept the fishung vessel [ went 1o sea with
my father and we worked the vessel together and today 1 am the Skipper of their
vessel, As vou can see | have a great passion for the fishing industry, T have the sea !
my blood and know nothing efse, iwis my life. | am also a registered weigh master for
our local Sports fishing and underwater club. [ love my recreation fishing and in the
past we have caught several Marlin and tagged and refeased 90% of these. In my own
way | am a consarvationist.

ce ﬂu; nd a small
I
kip

Over the years [ have always dreamed to own my own Processing Factory. This
dream came true i - hen | opened my own Whole sale Retail Fresh
{ish factory in I have only been operating 10 monihs dﬁd ﬂm DUsiness
15 growing every day well above expectanions. The Peopie of (G0N Hove |
do not want to see my investment shide from under me because of thc T }ﬂrcat
Management Plan for the Mauw Dolphin. Option 2 & 3 will do this to me.
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(b emplov 3 fulltime staff and will have to employ a further two as

the busmesq is growing raptdly. There are two fishing vessels ishing full time into
my factory of which their methods are; one is a set net and long line vessel the other is
a trawier, sel net and long hine vessel. | have also other vessels that land fish on
occastons mto my factory, The fish these Vessels supply is processed within the
factory lor the local market and my retail shop. [ have also my export certificate and
will be exporting fish this new fishing season.

My investment in the Industry 1s Projected turnover next 12months (N
Building and plant

The building is in the G it comprises of a fish factory
and two retail shops, one | use as a fresh fish retail shop and the mhur [ have leased is
a high dass Fish c‘l, C}np reiali shop of which is a thriving business. This business is
callediigER 5 ad 1t was a fun front mvestment for thu lessee.
it curren le has turnover oi 7

sta aff auu. !

: e
part time staff. [t 1s providing a %u@lm pmduct that cafers not only to the local market
but also the tourist marketr. Please note the electronie beepers allow the customers to
explore the marina area while they wait for their meal being cooked. I supply it with
fresh fish. Without the access 1o fresh tocal Nish from the processorg _ !

they would not have risked their initial investment and wit thout continuing
access to local supply, they would not be able to provide their umgque quality product.
it is not possible 1o 1mport fresh fish such as Gurmard Snapper Warchou ete due 10
lack of availability and geographic focation. Basically their investment along with
mine, the employment, the economic activity would disappear mmth er mth the
seafood mduc;mf I aibo supply another Restaurant within thd | o The
public oG I have become 1o like the atmosphere Lh‘ﬁ thm has created
People from LLH fww-zind beyond come for the freshness of the fish and [ am
proud of that. [ love my work within the Seafeod Industry and [ would be gutted 1o
see it taken away from me.

around § ‘ &1y H'lq ve O full tim

LESE 7 I3 8

A5 vou can ses | have a greal passion for fishing. 1 am nowiiiio1d and have a
iife ime ahead of‘ me. Wh@n [ have spare time I will go fishing | have g
- e 3 1 aiso own my own home of which |

have mom.a,g,d for my business,

I strongly oppose any changes (o the present protection for the North Island Maui
Dolphin, I Support Status Quo. West Coast North Island Maw Dolphin,

REASONS

{ No adeguate evidence has been provided o demonstrate that the numbers of
the Maui’s Dolphin are deciining since the last protection measure
commenced.

2

The level of recorded deaths atiributed to commercial fishing in the Taranaki
area 1s nil simce 20035,

3 Existing measures {both regulatory and voluntary) are working well and are
sufficient to protect the Maut Dolphin,
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4 There 15 no adequate evidence that Maw Dolphins are found in the Taranaki
waters south of the Pariokarrwa Point and in waters deeper than 3.3 nautical
miles on the West Coast of the North Island.

5 Significant costs will be imposed on the fishing industry, indnvidual fishers
and communities by the imposition of any more restrictions that far outweigh
any extra benefits to the Dolphin.

8 In my 23 vears fishing out at sea [ have never caught a Maui Dolphin in fact |

have never seen one in real life off the Taranaki Coast.

[ by any chance [ did see one of these Mammals, [ would not set my nets. |

am happy to set my nets in the Taranaki waters as seeing one of these dolphins

are less than zero. [ have taken several local Fisheries Gfficers out an our
vessel over the years for their training without hesitation (and for no charge)
this we will still do in the future. We have run our business 100% by the book.

To get through to vou all the facts and Nigures we could also write a 289 page

document but [ have been given a limited time.

-1

Pam against Opuion 1.2 & 3

Reasons against
Option |

This will not directly affect me as a fisherman but 1t will as a processor as the abiity
to purchase fish caught from these areas will be limited. [ cannot as a Commercial
fisherman put other fishermen out of business.

M and when there 18 proof that the dolphin numbers are increasing and they are seen in
other areas then work with the fishermen and come up with further protection. Don’t
go against them as nothing will be worked out. Te come out with the Threat
Management Plan Document of 298 pages of which has disparities/inconsistencies,
the people vou have promoting 1t have not even read it all the through. This 1s wrong
and unfair. This question was asked at our public meeting i New Plymouth “have
vou read the whole document” and the answer was no. To make such crucial
decisions on an unread and flawed document is unfair,

Option 2.

This will cluse my business down.

In the Threat Management Plan as tabled 7.3.3.2 page 84 would not have an impact
on our fishing BUT this 1s contradicted on page 92 of the TMP. Taranaki set netters
reguired to stay with their nets and not sef at night, it also goes on (o say that nets
could be retneved if a dolphin 18 seen.

I will start wath the last one nets COULD be retrieved 1f & dolphin 15 seen.

You cannot visually see the nets that you have set. From what we have been told these
dolphins have a limited time under the water so to retrieve when they are seen would
take quite some time. My nets are spread over 2 NM. area in two to three sets, we set
up to 3000 meters of net in one days set.
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Tararaki set netters to stay with thair nets and not set at night.

90% of the fish are caught on the night tides, our vessel is only 40 foot leng and
parking up with the nets in the Taranaky waters Is not an option, | have from
experience have had very poor catches of fish 1 the day time. On occaﬂions we have
set the nets then the weather has change so we have gone back to retrieve them and
not caught a fish. This would be a great waist of time and money,

We as fishermen have a good refationship with our local DOC officer. When we see
rare and unusual fish and Marmne mammals we notify homn that they are in the area.
Also | belong to the local Taranaki Commercial Fishermen’s Association and we are
currently reviewing the Challenger Fintishenes Ser Net Code of Practice.

i ou make it hard to write a subnmuission when you don't know vouwrselves what this |
1] about and there are disparities/inconsistencies within this document,

Option 3

This will close the ¢ Fishing industry within Port Taranaki [ will be unable to
repay my M OHH%G 50 mH be without a house as the bank ovwns this, I will not have
a business to run as the bank owns this. [ only know the Fishing industry and [ have
no desire to re train, | love what [ do and T am very passionate about fishing, it is my

life

Ta change the fishing method 15 not an option as there 15 an abundance of snapper in
the Taranaki waters and it is hard to obtain ACE to cover this, Also with the increase
in deem pricing the price for the ACE has increased making this species a very
unprofitable fish o catch.

Quota values will drop as there will be guota left uncaught, as it has happened 1o us
from the present closure for the North Isfand Maw Dolphin

Support for the SeaF1{ submission
T endorse the submission on the Hector's and Maut's Dolphin Threat Management
Plan sent in by the New Zealand Seafood Industry Council.

The Marine Mammal Sanctuary

Now that | have finished with the TMP submuission and I get to the end of the TMP
angd hello there 1s a Marine Mammal Sanctuary proposal that I have to deal with. |
have a business 1o run and a {ishing vessel to run my hife is bu:,y [ have a family !
would like to spend time with. As | have said previously we had an understanding
with the local doc officer re notufying them about any rare fish and Marine mammal
sightings, this will disappear if restrictions are put onto us as we will be put out of
business and not out fishing.
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Social impact

The socal impact this will have on Port Taranaks will be huge if the fishing industry

i5 closed down in Taranaki. We are there for the recreational fishermen if they get mito
trouble we the commercial fishermen have always beern there and [ have towed in
many a vessel in distress over the years. We are looked upon and relied on by these
fishermen.

Health,

: i HOWT LIS Was (o happen | would not
have gonie up thb path. — ' As will the
next two months, this s a w fjmng game and Is hard on the health.

Planning for the current fishing season is hard as we will not know the out come of'
this for a2 couple of months, There 18 ACE to get for the vessels, ﬁwé s new staff fo

my Factory that is needed and | don’t wanrt to employ just to well them there is not aow
g job for them.

Sirs could vou please in vour final decision think of the impact this will have on New
Zealand, the fishing Industry, the people that work in the industry and indirectly |
realise these Dolphins are special but so 1s the fishing industry, so please do not
destroy the Fishing Industry,

Could vou please confirm that this submission has been received and read?

Subrmission from
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