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Bottom Fishing Activities by New Zealand Vessels Fishing in the 
High Seas in the SPRFMO Area in 2008 and 2009 
 
 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
Participants in the negotiations to establish a South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management 
Organisation (SPRFMO) have adopted interim conservation and management measures in order 
to achieve the sustainable management of fish stocks and the protection of vulnerable marine 
ecosystems of the SPRFMO Area1 (SPRFMO 2007a), pending the entry into force of the SPRFMO 
Convention.  These include specific measures applicable to management and assessment of 
bottom fisheries. 
 
The main requirements of the SPRFMO interim measures for bottom fisheries are: 

• To limit bottom fishing effort or catch to average annual levels over the reference period 2002 
- 2006, and to limit fishing to the specific areas fished over that period (as mapped in the joint 
SPRFMO bottom fishing footprint map). 

• To assess whether bottom fishing activities will have significant adverse impacts on vulnerable 
marine ecosystems (VMEs), and to implement measures to manage fishing activities to 
prevent such impacts. 

• To specifically implement measures to detect and document encounters with VMEs during 
fishing operations, and to prevent significant adverse impacts to VMEs known or likely to 
occur, or encountered during fishing. 

 
New Zealand is committed to implementing these measures.  To facilitate implementation, the 
SPRFMO interim measures have been gazetted under New Zealand law, to give them the legal 
status of an international arrangement.  New Zealand commenced the process to implement these 
measures shortly after they were gazetted, and progress made with implementation of the 
measures is summarised in Penney et al. (2008). 
 
This document constitutes the New Zealand Bottom Fishery Impact Assessment required by the 
interim measures, and has been prepared in accordance with the guidelines provided in the 
SPRFMO Benthic Assessment Framework adopted at the 4th SPRFMO meeting, held in Noumea, 
New Caledonia, in September 2007 (SPRFMO 2007b). 
 
This assessment covers all New Zealand high seas bottom fishing activities within the SPRFMO 
Area in the interim period from 1 January 2008 to 31 December 2009.  New Zealand intends to 
review this bottom fishery impact assessment in 2010 when it will review its implementation of the 
interim measures in 2010 more fully. This ties into the provision to open new regions of the 
SPRFMO Area in 2010 on the basis of an assessment (interim measure paragraph 3). 

                                                 
1 The area is under negotiation, but for the purposes of the interim measures and this assessment it is the high seas area south of the 
Equator, north of the CCAMLR Convention area, east of the SIOFA Convention Area and west of the areas of fisheries jurisdictions of 
South American States. 
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