MINISTRY OF FISHERIES

Te Tautiaki i nga tini a Tangaroa

Taiapure-Local Fisheries

A taiapure is a local management tool established in an area that has customarily been
of special significance to an iwi or hapu as a source of food or for spiritual or cultural
reasons (s 174 of the Fisheries Act).

Taiapure can be established over any area of estuarine or coastal waters to make better
provisions for rangatiratanga and for the rights secured under Article Two of the
Treaty. Taiapure provisions are contained within sections 174-185 of the Fisheries Act
1996.

All fishing (including commercial fishing) can continue in a taiapure and this tool
offers a way for Téngata Whenua to become involved in the management of both
commercial and non-commercial fishing in their area.

Management of the Taiapure

Taiapure make provision for a management committee to be established. Committee
members are nominated by Tangata Whenua and are approved by the Minister of
Fisheries (s184 of the Fisheries Act 1996) and often include representatives from local
fisheries stakeholders, including commercial and recreational fishers.

The management committee can provide advice and recommendations to the Minister
of Fisheries for regulations (s 186, s 297, s 298, s 331 of the Fisheries Act for the
conservation and management of the fish, aquatic life, or seaweed) to manage the
fisheries in the taiapure area.

The regulations may relate to:

a) The species of fish, aquatic life, or seaweed that may be taken;
b) The quantity of each species that may be taken;

c) The dates or seasons that each species may be taken;

d) Size limits relating to each species to be taken;

e) The method by which each species may be taken;

f) The area or areas in which each species may be taken.




What should be contained in the application?

Justification for a taiapure - The area the application should clearly identify who the
Téangata Whenua are and provide an account of the historical and contemporary nature
and extent of their customary fishing. The application should also outline the
customary significance of the area concerned, to the relevant iwi or hap, as a source
of food or for spiritual or cultural reasons.

Objectives - The application should state the management objectives for the taiapure.
These objectives can be broken down into overall objectives and specific objectives.

Location and Boundaries - The application must clearly state the geographic
location and boundaries of the proposed taiapure so that the public can easily identify
the site. The boundaries should relate to the traditional relationship Tangata Whenua
have with the area and also relate to “estuarine and littoral coastal waters”.

Estuarine is defined as being the waters of or belonging to an estuary or a tidal
opening or inlet or a tidal mouth of a large river where the tide meets the stream. The
littoral zone would comprise mostly shallow waters where the effect of tidal
phenomena and currents is apparent. It would generally include those areas, which
have been significantly rich in sea life. Reefs, islands and other landmarks might well
play a part on interpreting whether a particular area fell within the littoral coastal area.

Description of other users and interest groups - The application should identify all
the user and interest groups and detail their current involvement in the area. The
proposal should identify the effect the taiapure is likely to have on these groups. It is
also a good idea to outline any pre-application consultation that has been facilitated
with these groups.




ESTABLISHMENT PROCESS FOR TAIAPURE

The Application - Tangata Whenua or appropriate entity writes to the Chief
Executive requesting the establishment of a taiapure

v

Chief Executive refers the proposal to the Minister of Fisheries accompanied by
a report that assists the Minister with his or her decision as to whether to agree in
principle to the taiapure proposal

v

Minister of Fisheries consults with the Minister of Maori Affairs in order to decide
whether to agree to the application in principle

y
Minister’s Decision

Yes - Minister agrees in No - Minister declines
principle that the the application and
application will meet the informs the applicant
objective of section 174 of in writing
the Fisheries Act

y

Minister publishes details of the application in the Gazette, in major newspapers
and local newspapers inviting interested parties to make submissions to the
office of the Maori Land Court nearest to the locality to which the proposal relates

v

Submissions and objections received by the Maori Land Court

Public inquiry into submissions by a Tribunal of the Maori
Land Court

Tribunal reports to Minister
¢ v

Minister of Fisheries consults with Minister of Maori Affairs over Tribunal
recommendations and makes decision as to whether to accept all or any of them

Yes

\ 4

Minister publishes in the Gazette the:
= Tribunal Report
=  Tribunal Recommendations

= Minister’s Decision

v

A party involved in the Tribunal proceedings appeals to the High Court on a
question of law, believing that the report or recommendations of the Tribunal are

erroneous in point of law.

l Yes




Hiagh Court hearing and decision

Yes - Minister ¢ No - Minister

recommends the Minister’s Final Decisi the tai licati ] declines the
Governor-General inister’s Final Decision on the taiapure application application and

declare a taiapure by informs the
Order In Council l applicants in writing

Chief Executive publishes details of the taiapure in the Gazette

v

Persons representative of the local Maori community nominate the management committee

v

After consultation with the Minister of Maori Affairs the Minister of Fisheries
appoints the management committee

v

Management committee provides advice and recommendations to the Minister
for the formulation of regulations to manage the taiapure

v

Minister’s decision

A 4 A 4

Yes - Minister No - Minister refers the
accepts the recommendations back to the
recommendations committee for further
development

Minister publishes the taiapure regulations in the Gazette

If you would like any further information, please call Jonathan Dick on
(03) 545 7795 or 0800 313 626.




